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want to send that message, the best way in
the world you could ever send that message
is to send Mary Boyle to the United States
Senate.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to
luncheon hosts Tony and Kristine George; Mayor
Thomas Coyne of Brook Park, OH; David J.

Leland, State Democratic Party chair; Mayor Gary
Starr of Middleburg Heights, OH; Mary Boyle’s
husband, Jack, and her mother, Catherine
O’Boyle; event cohost Thomas R. Coury, who died
September 28, and his brother Robert Coury, Sr.,
son, Thomas J. Coury, granddaughters Traci A.
Ade and Teri Coury Strimpel, and nephew Robert
Coury, Jr.; Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pales-
tinian Authority; and Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu of Israel.

Statement on the Death of Gene Autry
October 2, 1998

Hillary and I are saddened to learn of the
death of Gene Autry. An entire generation of
Americans has lost a beloved old friend from
childhood. Gene Autry’s music and movies cap-
tured all that was good and inspiring about
America’s Old West. His characters taught chil-
dren across America important lessons about

courage and freedom, justice and fairplay. And
in leaving behind a treasure trove of recordings,
from ‘‘Back in the Saddle Again’’ to ‘‘Rudolph
the Red-Nosed Reindeer,’’ America’s First Sing-
ing Cowboy will sing forever. Our thoughts and
prayers go out to the Autry family.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Reception in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania
October 2, 1998

Thank you. Thank you very much for the
warm welcome. [Laughter] I’ve had a wonderful
time in Philadelphia today, and I am deeply
indebted to you for being here tonight, for sup-
porting our party, our candidates, and what we
stand for.

I, too, want to thank Congressman Chaka
Fattah for the High Hopes program. He and
the mayor met me today at the airport with
a number of young children from Philadelphia
who are in your school system, in your middle
school system. And then later, we sat down and
drank a soft drink together, and I visited with
them. And Chaka asked how many of them
wanted to go to college, and they all wanted
to go. And now they and literally tens of thou-
sands of children like them all across our coun-
try are going to be able to go because of the
initiative that he brought to me, that I em-
braced, and that we have worked so hard to
pass: the High Hopes scholarship program. And

we thank him. America is in your debt, Con-
gressman. Thank you.

And I believe we have one of our candidates
for Congress here, too, tonight, Roy Afflerbach.
Let’s give him a hand. He’s somewhere—where
are you, Roy? There you go. [Applause] Thank
you. Thank you for running.

I want to thank Steve Grossman for doing
a superb job as the chairman of the Democratic
Party. And we will not tell his mayor that he
bragged on Rendell shamelessly tonight. [Laugh-
ter] I also want to thank Len Barrack of Phila-
delphia for being our finance chair. He’s doing
a wonderful, wonderful, wonderful job.

And finally, let me say that the mayor was
uncommonly generous tonight, but his adminis-
tration is basically the embodiment of my philos-
ophy of government. When we came before the
American people, Al Gore and I, in 1992, we
said we had a different idea, that we wanted
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